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ABSTRACT
This essay analyses the Dulce et Decorum poem. It examines the subject of the poem, tone, themes, the structure and the styles used by the writer. It also analyses the troubles which soldiers underwent particularly in the world war 1. The analysis looks at how the writer creatively uses language to explain the unpleasant experiences during the war.
                                                            Introduction
In Dulce et Decorum poem, Wilfred Owen describes bitterly the troubles he experienced together with other soldiers while fighting during world war 1. This poem can also be implied to show the horrors experienced in all wars in general. He uses language in a very creative way to enable the reader understand the awful experiences the soldiers undergo during a war. According to Muin,(2020), although a soldier may survive in a war, he may live in trauma after watching other soldiers dying in the same war.
Various themes have been used in the Dulce et Decorum and they are all war centered. Patriotism is a main theme in the poem. According to Hill, (2008) it is okay for one to die for his country and this is what encouraged young people who fought in the war. Another theme used in the poem is politics. Politics are seen as the main cause of war and the irony is that the people involved in fighting do not have anything to do with them, (Fisher,2008). The poem condemns it. Another theme is hero worship and all want to be a hero. Propaganda is also evident in the poem. According to Branach-Kallas,(2020) idea of war was presented as full of glory rather than being full of suffering, destruction and death.
Wilfred Owen used various poetic devices in his poem. He used the numerous devices to express the bitter experiences. The poetic devices used include alliteration, assonance and also iambic pentameter which are strategically used. The poet also used imagery and symbolism to pass the intend message. An example of alliteration can be seen in line five:’’ Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots’’. Use of internal assonance is also evident in the poem. For example: drunk/clumsy. The poet also uses iambic pentameter in line five of the first stanza which is used to show how strange the situation was. The line states: men marched asleep many had lost their boots. This indicates the men’s tiredness which made them lose their boot while marching through the thick sludge.
The tone and mood of the poem is created from an atmosphere of war from the start. The tone is gloomy. The atmosphere depicted is oppressive and one without any sign of hope. The soldiers are tired and left without any hope. Joe Marie ,(2020), reports that, the kind of language used sets the mood and tone of the poem. For example, ’misty panes’’. The tone is a bitter and sad one as the poet uses it to explain the challenges which the soldiers undergo.
    CONCLUSION
In conclusion, Wilfred Owen presents the idea of war in clear and creative manner. He uses a language which quickly draws the reader to understand the horror of war and the terrible experiences which the soldiers undergo during a war. 













example, A. (2020). Permutations of remembrance and (counter-) monomialization: John McCrae’s" In Flanders Fields".
Fisher, D. L. (2018). Dulce et Decorum Est: Moral Injury in the Poetry of Combat Veterans. Pacifica Graduate Institute.
Hill, M. L. G. (2018). Exploring the Protest Language of Poetry: “Est/Children’s Crusade” and “Dulce et Decorum Est/It is Sweet and Good”. In the Language of Protest (pp. 171-218). Palgrave Macmillan, Cham.
Jo-Marie, C. (2021). Paul Allen Miller. Horace.
Muin, B. (2020). " The Soldier" and" Dulce et Decorum est". Different Representations of the First World War in Poetry. GRIN Verlag.
